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TOWN O F WENHAM 
Wenham Board of Health 
Meeting of January 6, 2021 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, § 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk and delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Wenham Board of Health (BOH) was held Wednesday January 6, 2021 at 4 pm.  Due to the 
COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom. The 
Chair announced the meeting was being recorded and those BOH members present. 
 
The Board of Health makes regulations as it deems necessary for the public health and safety of the Town. The BOH is 
responsible for the enforcement of State Sanitary Codes and Environmental Codes, BOH Regulations. Areas of responsibility 
include: septic systems, housing/dwelling units, food service establishments, private wells, and recreational camps for children.   
Board members are elected for a three-year term: Gerald Donnellan (2021); Dr. Andrew Ting, (2022); Regina Baker (2023) 
 
• Call to order - With a quorum present, Dr. Ting called the meeting to order at 405pm 
Board members present: Dr. Andrew Ting, Chair; Regina Baker; Gerald Donnellan (A 4:08 pm) 
Also present: Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Services; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
Officials present not participating: Tom Younger, Interim Town Administrator  
 
• COVID 19 update - In the absence of the public nurse, Ms. Bresnahan reported the current COVID-19 statistics for 
Wenham. With updated data from December 26, Wenham is a “red community” according to the state’s color-coded town risk 
assessment with the positivity rate at 5.33%; these numbers do not include the Gordon College population. Since January 1, 2020 
Wenham has 150 covid positive cases with 40 new cases over the past two weeks.   
 
• Follow up from Joint Meeting with Board of Selectmen (BOS) - Dr. Ting reported the BOH met jointly with the BOS to 
discuss closing public buildings in town and it was agreed that starting Friday, January 8, 2021, access to public buildings will be 
by appointment only in an effort to keep staff safe. Dr. Ting observed that surrounding communities are also “red” communities. 
 
• Discuss upcoming testing dates and protocols - Wenham in partnership with Hamilton, has extended COVID testing dates at 
the Middle School, Bay Road Hamilton.  Testing is available on Saturday January 9 for those with symptoms or confirmed 
contact.  Those wanting to be tested for travel or “peace of mind” must pay for the test ($80).  Preregistration is required and can 
be accessed on line. Additional testing dates are being discussed. 
 
• Discuss correspondence and potential upcoming meeting with Hamilton BOH - Dr. Ting has been in contact with the Town 
of Hamilton BOH Chair David Smith to discuss the matrix prepared for the School District Superintendent.  The Town of 
Hamilton has made some changes to the BOH recommendation of when to change the learning mode and now follows specific 
guidance from DESE (department of Elementary and Secondary Education) to only switch modes of learning if COVID is 
within the school, not the town population. There is now a parent on the Superintendent’s task force.  Wenham has not 
responded to date.  A meeting with the Hamilton BOH will be scheduled (possibly) for January 14.  
 
• Updates from staff, as needed - In the absence of staff, Ms. Bresnahan reported that the Health Agent is busy with field 
inspections before the ground freezes and the Assistant Health Agent continues to follow up with food service establishments in 
town that did not submit their 2021 paperwork in time. 
The new tenant of the Wenham Tea House has been on contact with the Health Department and plan to submit their paperwork 
in time to open late spring 2021. 
 
• Approval of outstanding minutes - The Board voted unanimously by roll call to approve the December 29, 2020 minutes. 
 
• New business, unanticipated by the Chair (for discussion only) – About forty first responders in Wenham are eligible to 
receive the COVID vaccine at the clinic being held in the Town of Topsfield. A brief discussion followed on the process of the 
clinic. 
 
• Adjournment – The Board unanimously adjourned by roll call at 4:30 pm. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley   
1.7.2021 
 


